
MARYLAND HORSE 
PARK SURVEYS LOCAL 
EQUESTRIANS

Th e decision by the governor’s 
offi  ce to involve the Maryland 
Stadium Authority in the ques-
tions of whether Maryland 
should have a horse park, as well 
as what features and location it 
should have, is an excellent one. 
Of course, the equestrian com-
munity can expect the MSA to 
be objective.

Th e MSA is planning a feasi-
bility study on a facility designed 
for use by both Maryland citizens 
and out-of-state visitors. A tour-
ist destination, it would be capa-
ble of hosting major national and 
international events and shows, 
also off ering campgrounds, of-
fi ces, shops, a museum, and space 
for conferences and educational 
programs, as well as an amphi-
theater. 

Working with the Maryland 
Horse Industry Board, a site 
selection committee has been 
established. It includes several 
state representatives, as well as 
members of the equestrian com-
munity with extensive back-
ground in event organization and 
facilities management: Alison 
Asti (a horse person) and Gary 
McGuigan of the Maryland Sta-
dium Authority; Sue Kenney and 
Dennis Castleman of the Mary-
land Department of Business and 
Economic Development; Rob 
Burk of the Maryland Horse In-
dustry Board; Greg Gingery of 
Gingery Development Group, 
and the former chairman of the 
Washington International Horse 
Show; Jim Steele of Shamrock 
Farm breeding station; and 
Charlie Fenwick of Valley Mo-
tors, founder and chairman of 
Shawan Downs. Architectural, 
engineering and economic im-
pact consultants will be retained 
for the feasibility studies. 

Th e project began with a re-
quest for site nominations. Th e 
site needs to be at least 500 acres, 

with easy access to major high-
ways, restaurants and lodging. 
Th e committee will be exploring 
public and privately owned sites, 
both undeveloped and developed, 
to determine potential. 

Th e MSA also seeks the in-
put of local horse people and 
prospective users. Th e Equiery is 
cooperating by handling a mail-
ing. In addition, you can fi ll out 
the survey form that appears 
elsewhere in this issue.  For more 
information, please visit www.
equiery.com and click on “Mary-
land Horse Park.”

MOST COMPREHEN-
SIVE HORSE STUDY 
REVEALS NEARLY
$40 BILLION IMPACT

Th e horse industry contributes 
$39 billion in direct economic 
impact to the United States 
economy and supports 1.4 mil-
lion jobs on a full-time basis, ac-
cording to a new study released 
recently by the American Horse 
Council. When indirect and in-
duced spending are included, the  
economic impact reaches $102 
billion. Th e study also estimates 
the U.S. horse population has 
reached 9.2 million.

Titled Th e Economic Impact of 
the Horse Industry in the United 
States, the study was conducted 
by Deloitte Consulting, LLC 
over the past year. It was com-
missioned by the American 
Horse Council Foundation with 
major support from the Ameri-
can Quarter Horse Association, 
Th e Jockey Club, the National 
Th oroughbred Racing Asso-
ciation and Breeders’ Cup Ltd., 
the Keeneland Association, the 
American Paint Horse Associa-
tion, the American Association 
of Equine Practitioners, the U.S. 
Trotting Association, the Th or-
oughbred Owners and Breed-
ers Association and the U.S. 
Equestrian Federation. It is the 
most comprehensive research 
document ever compiled on the 

American horse industry. 
In conducting the study, De-

loitte contacted 400,000 horse 
owners and other participants in-
volved in all segments of the in-
dustry, including the recreational 
and commercial spheres.

Detailed Maryland 
Numbers

In order to be “break-out,” a 
state had to provide its own fund-
ing. Th e Maryland Horse Coun-
cil, the Maryland Horse Industry 
Board and the Maryland Horse 
Breeders Association all contrib-
uted to the study. 

Interestingly, the study con-
fi rmed many of the numbers 
established by the Maryland Co-
operative Extension Service, the 
Maryland Department of Ag-
riculture and the United States 
Department of Agriculture. 
Some numbers were in excess of 
previous estimates.  

Some highlights from the 
Maryland break-out study:

Estimated number of 
horses in Maryland:
153,000

Th is number is higher than the 
2002 USDA/MDA census, which 
indicated a population in the low 
80,000s. Income from the Feed 
Fund confi rms the lower number; 
if there are 153,000 horses, they 
aren’t eating much!

Estimated number of 
horses by activity 
Recreation: 47,300
Showing: 29,000 
Racing: 41,800 
Other: 34,000 

Estimated number of 
horses by breed 
Quarter Horse: 22,600 
Th oroughbred: 69,200
Other horses: 61,100 

Number of people partici-
pating in the industry 
By form of participation: 
Owners: 23,800 
Volunteers:  27,400 

Employees: 14,400

By demographic breakdown 
(age, income, etc. -- household 
income among Maryland eques-
trians is fairly evenly distributed 
across the spectrum):
$0 - $25K: 6%
$25 - $50k: 15 %
$50 - $75k: 15%
$75 - $100k: 12%
$100 - $125k: 21%
$125 - $150k: 10%
$150k+:  2%

Forty-seven percent of Maryland 
horse owners are ages 45 to 59; 
28 percent are 30 to 44.

Economic Impacts 
Direct Economic Impact: $1 billion 
$532 million from racing
$167 million from showing
$174 million from recreation
$127 million from other

Total Economic Impact: $1.6 billion
$826 million from racing
$266 million from showing
$279 million from recreation 
$198 million from other

Th e total economic impact fi gure is 
consistent with past estimates.

Did you know that the 
horse industry contribut-
ed $72 million in annual 
taxes: $40 million to the 
state, and $6 million to 
the feds?

Th e report is available for a fee 
at www.horsecouncil.org.

American Horse Council: 
House Passes Ban on 
USDA Spending for Slaugh-
ter Horse Process

On June 8, the House of Rep-
resentatives approved an amend-
ment to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Fiscal Year 2006 ap-
propriations bill that would pro-
hibit USDA from using federal 
funds to pay salaries and expenses 
of USDA personnel to inspect 
horses intended for slaughter.

Under the Federal Meat In-
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spection Act and the Federal 
Agriculture Improvement and 
Reform Act of 1996, all horses 
sent to slaughter – and the pro-
cess itself – must be inspected 
by USDA personnel. Th e ex-
pectation is that without such 
USDA inspection, the buyers 
of horses intended for slaughter 
will not purchase the animals or 
the horsemeat and the process 
will eff ectively be stopped. Th e 
amendment passed 269 to 158.

Th e amendment was backed 
by Congressmen John Sweeney 
(R-NY), Ed Whitfi eld (R-KY), 
Jack Spratt (D-SC), Nick Ra-
hall II (D-WV) and Jim Moran 
(D-VA), each of whom spoke 
in support. Speaking in opposi-
tion were Congressmen Henry 
Bonilla (R-TX), Bob Goodelatte 
(R-VA) and Steve King (R-IA).

Th e purpose of the amendment 
is to cut off  funds for USDA in-
spection of horses for slaughter. 
Since the amendment is part of 
an appropriations bill, the sus-
pension of funding extends for 
only one Fiscal Year, October 1, 
2005 – September 30, 2006. Th e 
amendment’s proponents believe 
this will lead to a shut-down of 
slaughter facilities for a year, dur-
ing which time they will work on 
the broader legislation calling for 
a permanent federal ban. 

Th e Senate must still act on its 
version of the FY 2006 Agricul-
ture Appropriations bill. Th ere is 
no provision similar to the Swee-
ney amendment in the Senate 
package now.

Similar Wild Horse and 
Burro Amendment

In mid-May, the House passed 
a similar amendment to the In-
terior Department’s Fiscal Year 
2006 Appropriations Bill pro-
hibiting the use of any such funds 
for personnel involved in the sale 
of wild, free-roaming horses and 
burros. Th e concern is that with 
the elimination of the prohibition 
on such wild horses being used for 
commercial purposes, which hap-
pened in the last Congress, some 
of these horses may go to slaugh-
ter. Congressman Rahall off ered 
this amendment, and it passed as 
part of the broader Interior Ap-
propriations legislation.

Th ere is no similar provision in 
the Senate Interior Appropria-
tions bill at this time.

Primary House Bill
In February, Congressman 

John Sweeney (R-NY) intro-
duced broader federal legisla-
tion to prohibit the slaughter of 
horses for human consumption. 
Th at bill (H.R. 503) was also 
sponsored by Congressmen John 
Spratt (D-SC) and Ed Whitfi eld 
(R-KY). It presently has over 100 
co-sponsors.

Th e bill would prohibit the 
shipping, transporting, deliver-
ing, receiving, possessing, pur-
chasing, selling, or donation of 
horses and other equines for 
slaughter for human consump-
tion. Violations of the Act would 
subject a person to penalties of 
up to $3,000 and/or one year in 
jail for the fi rst off ense, and up 
to $5,000 and/or two years in jail 
for a second off ense. An off ender 
may also be subject to civil penal-
ties of $2,000 for each violation. 
Th e bill authorizes $5 million for 
enforcement.

Th e bill has been referred to the 
House Energy and Commerce 
Committee. Th ere have been no 
hearings on this legislation.

VIEWS
A Trails Advocate Pro-
posal for a Paid State 
Position
by Peggy Bree

Overview
Maryland needs to develop a 

comprehensive and coordinated 
statewide trail system to support 
the rapid growth of Maryland’s 
horse industry, the increasing 
population of pleasure horses, 
and the increasing popularity 
of trail riding. Trails are essen-
tial to the sports of recreational, 
competitive, and endurance trail 
riding as well as foxchasing. In 
addition, trails are also used to 
exercise and condition horses 
for various other activities and 
competitions including showing, 
foxchasing, polo, timber racing, 
three-day eventing, and dressage. 
All of these sports contribute sig-
nifi cantly to the economic health 
of the Maryland horse industry. 

Although Maryland has some 
of the most extensive trail net-
works on the East Coast, the state 
has yet to recognize the potential 
tourism revenue that can be real-
ized from ancillary services associ-
ated with trails. Other mid-Atlan-
tic states are successfully attracting 

business by off ering extensive trail 
networks augmented by eques-
trian campgrounds and facilities, 
and by eff ectively promoting these 
tourism opportunities. Th is is rev-
enue that Maryland is losing.

Current Status of Trails 
on Public Lands

Development is rapidly con-
suming trail networks on farms 
and private lands. At the same 
time, existing equestrian trails 
on public lands are rapidly being 
paved to create urban multi-use 
trails that are overcrowded with 
bikers, skaters, joggers, dog walk-
ers and baby carriages, and are 
no longer safe or appropriate for 
equestrian use. Environmentalists 
are excluding equestrians from 
trails historically used by horses 
without citing any scientifi c justi-
fi cation for their decision.

Th ere is currently no statewide 
focus on creating or preserv-
ing equestrian trails. Planning is 
done at the county level by plan-
ners who usually do not have 
any trail riding experience. In 
the past, this has resulted in lo-
cal trails that were unsuitable or 
unsafe for horses, do not connect 
to other trail networks, have in-
adequate facilities, or do not have 
parking lots that can accommo-
date horse trailers.

Th e Maryland Greenways At-
las documented the major trail 
networks and greenways in the 
state. Yet developments continue 
to truncate trails, and the state 
highway department continues 
to build road embankments, sed-
iment control areas and bridges 
that obstruct the movement of 
wildlife and equestrians traveling 
along documented greenways. 
Maryland is on the verge of per-
manently losing its potential to 
create a large network of trails 
on public lands. After property is 
subdivided and sold to private in-
dividuals, it will be prohibitively 
expensive to reclaim our trails.

Is There Economic Jus-
tifi cation to Focus on 
Equestrian Trails?

States like Florida, New York, 
Virginia, and North Carolina 
think so. Th ey off er well mapped 
public trail systems and charge 
user fees for public equestrian 
campgrounds, rent stalls in barns, 
lease RV pads with full hook-
ups, and sell hay and bedding. 
Numerous private campgrounds 

bordering public trail networks 
provide additional revenue to the 
local economy, especially in de-
pressed rural areas.

Th ere is defi nitely a need for 
trails and facilities in Maryland. 
Th e 80 stalls at Maryland’s only 
public equestrian campground 
(Fair Hill) are booked a year in 
advance. Th e League of Mary-
land Horsemen, a private club 
adjacent to Patapsco State Park, 
restricts attendance at its most 
popular events to 200 camp-
ers and draws equestrians from 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Virginia 
and the Carolinas.

How Could an Equestrian 
Trails Advocate Help?
• Identify those Maryland Gre-

enways that contain equestrian 
trails or should be preserved to 
connect or expand existing trail 
networks

• Coordinate with the Depart-
ment of Transportation to pre-
vent road construction from 
truncating or obstructing eques-
trian trails

• Help each county’s recreation 
department develop a local 
Equestrian Trail Plan that would 
complement a statewide plan

• Provide local planners with in-
formation on how to develop 
trails and amenities that are safe 
and suitable for equestrians

• Provide a liaison to specialists 
who know how to apply mod-
ern technology to equestrian 
trail design, development, and 
maintenance, with an empha-
sis on reducing environmental 
impact and confl icts with other 
trail users

• Share information with eques-
trian groups to help them ap-
ply for funding to develop and 
maintain their trails

• Represent Maryland at the 
Southeast Equestrian Trails 
Conference

• Conduct an annual seminar to 
train volunteers in trail mainte-
nance

• Serve as liaison between gov-
ernment land managers and the 
equestrian community

• Encourage local equestrian 
groups to be responsible trail 
users, and to establish electron-
ic communication with their 
members nn 
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