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Welcome to Maryland! While you are enjoying your time at the Capital Challenge, the Maryland Million, the 

Fair Hill International or the Washington International Horse Show, you may or may not realize that you are 
in the midst of one of the most dynamic equine economies in the nation.

Horses are a strong part of Maryland’s identity and have been from its early days as a Colony. I am committed 
to keeping all aspects of the equine industry a vibrant part of Maryland’s economic future. While much focus 
has been placed on the racing industry, my Administration is aware of the importance of the entire industry—
from the pony club members, show ring competitors, and breeders to the veterinarians, farriers, tack and feed 
store operators, hay and grain producers, and stable operators. In fact, 60 percent of the horse industry is repre-
sented by non-racing endeavors. 

I have made it clear to my cabinet Secretaries that the horse industry is to be made a high priority. The de-
partments of Natural Resources, Business and Economic Development, Environment, Housing and Commu-
nity Development and Agriculture are all pertinent to the success of horse businesses. Each of these agencies is 
evaluating means by which they can better support the horse industry. For example, expansion of the trail sys-
tems and availability of riding areas not only increases Maryland’s appeal to its residents, but also brings tourists 
to the State and benefits Maryland businesses. 

Through the work of the Maryland Horse Industry Board and the Maryland Horse Council, as well as the 
hundreds of organizations they represent, members of the General Assembly are learning about the benefits the 
horse industry brings to our State. I encourage the entire 
horse industry to speak with one voice to convey its prior-
ities. A unified industry ensures that elected officials, pol-
icy makers, members of the media and the general public 
understand its importance to Maryland’s quality of life and 
economic strength.

I appreciate the opportunity to advance and enhance all 
aspects of the horse industry. A thriving equine sector ben-
efits all of Maryland and is a common goal among us.

Sincerely,

Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr.
Governor
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Maryland’s First Lady Kendel Ehrlich, son Drew, and Governnor 
Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr. enjoy a day at the Maryland State Fair.  
Pony is  Color Copy, “Taz” owned by Courtney Dyson.


